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1 With Reſpect to the Miniſtry and Ordi- 
nances of the Goſpel, &c. 


| Cor. 111. 4. For while one ſaith I am of 


Paul, and another I am of Apollos, ereye 
not carnal ? 


HE Goſpel of Reconciliation is the 
greateſt Priviledge that was ever 
enjoy 'd by the Chi Idren of Men, 
and ought to be received with ad- 
miring and adoringViews of God's 
infinite Goodneſs in this unſpeakable Gift, 

this we are diſtinguiſhed from the greate 


F 


we 


A 
Part of the World, who fit inDarkne{s and ſee ns 
Light. while the Day ſh ing ſrom on High hath 
vile us, and Life and Imortality are brought 
to Lizbt, among us: By this we are inſtructed 
in our Duty and Intereſt, and guided in all the 
Ways of Righteouſneſs, Peace and Comfort. 
By this we are put under the beſt Advantages 
to be Favourites of Heaven, and to be the 
Clildren of Cod, to be happy in this World, 
and to be happy for ever. — How ſad a 
Confideration therefore is it, that this glorious 
Priviledg ſhould be the nnhappy Occaſion of 
Factions and Schiſms, Strife and Debate, a 
mong thoſe who are thereby ſo peculiarly dig- 
nified and diſtinguiſhes! But thus it has always 
been; and thus by 1nclancholly Experience 
we yet find the Caſe. Our Jarrs and Animo- 
ſities are occaſioned, and our Diviſions and 
Con fuſions juſtified by that bleſſed Inſtitution? 
that breaths nothing but Lose, Peace, Long- 
ſuffering, Gentleneſs and Goodneſs, — This 
Conduct in the Beginning of Chriſtianity, was 
the Caule of that heavy Complaint of the A- 
poſtle in the third Verſe of our Context. For 
are you not carnal ® For whereas there is a- 
mong you Enrying and Strife, and Diviſions ; 
are ye no! carnal and walk as Men? The juſ- 
tice of this Complaint 1s exemplified in the 
Words of the Text. For while one ſaith I am 
| 1 — 
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paul, another I am of Apollos, are ye net 
rnal 2 —— [In the Words are, 
I. An implicit Accuſation of theſe Corinthi- 
ts. Onc ſaith I am of Paul, another I am of 
Apollos. i. e. They weie divided into two 
cbutending Parties, pretendling to have theſe 
eat and eminent Miniſters of Chriſt their 
reſp<Qive Heads or Lealers; the one Side be. 
ing denominated from the one, the other Side 
fram the other, and each Party in ſuch a di- 
ſtinguiſning Manner preferring the one, as 
(comparatively at leaſt) to deſpiſe the o- 
ther of theſe excellent Servants of Chriſt. — 
' It ſeems indeed from the iv Chap. and 6 verſe 
of this Epiſtle, That Paul and Apollos were 
not perſonally the Objects of their FaGtiouy, 
{Pceference or Contempt; but there were o- 
ther Miniſters of Chriſt, of leſs Eminence in 
the Church, about whom they maintained fuch 
Feuds and Debates, who are here in a Figure 
"repreſented by Paul and Apollos. But who» 
ever were the pretended Heads of theſe diffe- 
rent Parties, they were divided into Factions, 


the Peace of the Church was ſacrificed to theſe 


Debates, and Schiſm and Confuſion were the 
ſad Effects of their thus prefecing one Miniſter 


of Chriſt to anotber. 


II. We have in the Words, a neceſſary Con- 


ſequence of their Conduct ſet before em; Are 
you 


(6) 
you not carual? Does not this your Behaviour 
plainly and evidently ſhew, That if you are 
not under the Power, you are at leaſt under 
the Prevalence of a carnal and unſauctified 
Spirit? 

The Sum of the Words are contained in 
this Doctrine. 

That a factious ſetting up and preferring one 
faithful Miniſter of the Gof eb above another, 
is an Argument of a carnal Mind. 

For Illuſtration hereof I thall endeavour to 
conſider. 

1. Who may be {aid faftioufly to ſet up and 
prefer one Miniſter of the Gone above ano- 
ther. 


2. How this appears to be an Argument of * 
0 a carnal Mind. 


And conclude with ſome Reflections by 
Way of Improvement, 

IL am then in the firſt Place to confider, who 
may be {aid factiouſly ta let up and prefer one 
taithful Miniſter of the Goſpel above another. 

That I may ſet this in a jiſt View, and ob- 
viate ſuch Prejudiccs as may be entertained 
againſt this Doctrine, I would firſt premiſe, 
That a bare Pretercuce of one Miniſter to an— 
other, on account af his ſuperiour Gifts, Gra- 
ces, or miniſterial Oualifications, was not the 
Fault theſe Corin!h:Þuns were charged with in 
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bur Text; 


nor is this to be conſidered as an 


argument of Carnality. We muſt ſhut our 
— and act in Defiance to the cleareſt Dic- 
tates of our Reaſon and Obſervation, if we 
rad allow, that God has endowed ſome of 
is Servants with much brighter Capacities, 
and more eminent Degrees of Learning, 
Knowledge, Grace, and other needful Furni- 
ture for this ſacred Truſt, than ſome others 
are favoured with; and there is juſt Cauſe that 
we ſhould eſteem and value them accordingly. 
Paul for Inſtance, was doubtleſs in all theſe 
Reſpects preferable to Apollos and other his 
Contemporaries in the Work cf ihe Miniſtry.“ 


It was but Juſtice to give him the Honour 


of 


being in Nothing bebind the very cbiefeſt A- 
"poſter. Though in this Caſe we are very apt 


to exceed in ſetting too high aValue upon Men's 


Perſons; yet there is no Danger of over 7alu- 


ing the Grace of God., that is diſcovered 


reed to ſhew, 
depreciate another faithful Miniſter of , Chr 


are beautiful. They are worthy to be eſtee 


in 


their Abilities for, or Improvement in this im- 
Portant Work, This being premiſed, I pro- 


I. That they are chargeable with this fac- 
tious Spirit, who prefer one, and deſpiſe and 


iſ. 


wy Th: F. eel of them that preach the Gofpet 
F Peace and bring glad Tidings of good Things,” 


m- 
ed 


rr 


viſe ; ſuppoſe thete be indeed ſome peculiar 


| ( 8 ) Ex 
ed, that watch for our Souls ; and to be ho- rf 
noured for their Work's ſake, who are Ambaſ- b. 
ſadeurs of Chriſt ; and are in his Name and 2 
Stead entreating and teſerching us to be recon- 1. 
eiltd to Cod. And tho' there are Dizerſitics | 
of Gifts by the ſame Sjirit, and Diverſities of © 
Adminiſtrations by the ſame Lord, given to the 
ſeveral Mmiſters of the Goſpel, they are all to 
profit withal; and all (in a Perſon qualified for 7 
the great Work) made ſubſervient to the In- of 
tereſt of Chriſt's Kingdom in the World. How 
great is the Injuſtice therefore, how criminal 
the Injury and Indignity done to thoſe Miniſ- 2, 
ters of Chriſt, who are the Objects of Con- ; 
tempt and Abuſe, for want of ſome particu- |*:;- 
lar Qualifications, that ſome of their Hearers \ 
are pleaſed to admire in others. I am grieved 
to fee ſo many Inſtances of Slights and Neg- | 
lects on this Account, from ſome of our People 
towards their faithful and painful Miniſters in |? 
theſe Parts of the Country. And what adds 
to the Grievance is, That there is nothing 
more common in this Caſe, than to admire F 
and applaud thoſe Qualifications in others, 
that are manifeſt Imperfections. And thus 
the Servants of Chriſt muſt be laded with Con- 
tempt, for avoiding the Miſtakes of their fal- 
lible Brethren. But ſuppoſe it were other- i 


Excellency |\ 
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reelleney in one Miniſter of Chriſt that an- 


« had | 
* 94 ther wants, muſt his Eſteem and Reputation 
a be therefore raiſed upon the Ruin and Deſtruc- 


eon. tion of the others? Muſt one Miniſter be vi- 
ſitics Jified and contemned, becauſe God hath given 
cs of per our Gifts and Graces to another? Muff 
Paul be deſpiſed on Account of Apollos's Elo- 
% Jnence of Speech? Or Apollos be contemp- 
tus ufly treated becauſe Paul exceeded him in 
| In. All the extraordinary Gifts of the Spirit? 
How |: Muſt the ten Apoſtles be treated with Diſre» 
rina! ſbect and Neglect, becauſe James and John 
ini, were Boanerges z or theſe two be deſpiſed, 
7 becauſe they had not the ſame calm and cal 
ag + Methods of Adurels with the other Ten? 
Ge 5 This were to maintalli perpetual Debates and 
eved Emulations, to root out vital Piety, and to 
Nee. is make the Followers of the Prince of Peace to 
,ople | be literally an Army with Banners. This is 
re in zw at the Apoſtle. largely argues againſt, 
throughout the xii. Chapter of the f Epiſtle 


ad 4 : 
Bine to dne Corinthians, which he concludes Wit 
this Challenge, Are all Ateſtles? Are all 


1 Prohets? Are all Teacher, ? Are all Mor- 
thus Nr of Varacles & Have all the Giſts of heats 
Con. 75 Do all ſpeak wnh Tongues * Do all 
"HY Interpret? In Alluſion to which I may Jays, 

© Ate all Men of «qual Sprightlineſs and Saga- 


8 city? Are all equally eloquent? Have all 
* e the 
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the ſame charmivg Voice of winning Methods he 5 
of Addrels e Arc all Sons of Thunder ? Na Lo: 
Cod bas ſet the Members every one of them ii b; wh 
tbe Body as ut hath pleaſed him. And we are ac- very 
cordingly to eſteem and value all that are Fut C 
carefully diſcharging the awful Truſt commit- # be 
ted to them of the Lord, as Minifler: of Chet; Watrr 
and Stewards of the Myſtcries of the Kiagdom, By wi 
And not add to their heavy Weight; alid Mini 
weaken their Hands in their diffienſt Work, Ga ce 
by Slights and Contempts, Abuſes and Indig Meat 
nities. Mini 
It it ſhould in this Caſe be pretended, that or de 
we may have eſpecial Reaſon to Eſteem one gine 
Man's Miniſtry; and to deſpiſe others in dence 
Compariſon of him, on Account of the pe- ſtr ati 
culiar fpiritual Advantages received under While 
his Miniſtrations. Perhaps others will make IV att 
the ſame Pretence and Plea, in direct Oppo: pend 
fit ian to ours: And thus every Miniſter muſt be Ming 
both admiced and deſpiſed in his Turn, c- Way 
cording to the real or imaginary Succeſs of 2. 
his Miniſtry. But this Miſtake lies in giving #20 
the Honour to the Inſtrument, which belongs int 
only to the principal A ent; and not afcrib- e 
bing to the Sovereignty of Gods free Grace, 
all the Blejlings that he 1s pleaſed to afford to! 
the means of his Grace. We ſhould in this #. 
Cafe conſider the Apoſtles Admonition, — Wil 
og I the 


7 ; ( 110 
ock Me 5. 6; and 7 Verſes of our Context. 
JO boten is Paul cr who i5sApollos, but Mnifter s 
| in by whom ye believed, even as the Lord gave to 
c- Her Mun I bare flanicd, Apuilos w. d: 
are Put God gave the enertaſe. “s then, uctther 
nit- @ he that plautcth any Thing, neitber 15 he that 
; watrreth; But Cod that grieth the Eucrcuſe. 
om, By which we are inſtructed to attend upon the 
ald Miniſtry God hath ſet over us, with a Lepen- 
rk, a ice not upon the Means; but the God of 
lig Means, for the ſav ing Efficacy of it. It our 
Miniſter have not ſuch ſuperiour Capacities 
hat or deſirable Qualifications, as we ſce or ima- 
ne gine in ſome others: Yet fivce the Provi— 
in dence of God hath ſettled us under bis Mini— 
pe- ſtrations, we are in the Way of God and Duty, 
der While we are ſeriouſly, humbly. and dilligent- 
ike Iy attending upon them. And we may de- 
po pend upon this, that if ever God beltow ſa- 
be Ving Grace upon us, it will be in his own 
aC- Way. 
of 2. They are alſo chargeable in this Reſp:& 
ng who endeavour to make Parties and Diviſions 
Es in the Church, on Account of ſuch Prete. 


ib. Fence of one Miniſter of Chriſt to ancther, 
ce, Vhen once Men come under the Power ot 
to ſuch a factious Spirit, to have. Mens Her ſon, 
his id Adminiſtration becauſe of Advantage, thzy 
in Will commonly Ule their beſt endeavours te 


che | add 


612) | 
add ta their Party, thar they may juſtify that 
Conduct by their Numbers, which muſt be con- 
dem d both by Religion and Reaſon. Theſe? 
will never want Pretences to palliate their 


PLL 


dividing Practices; and ta ſeduce others to an 
Imitation of their Irregularities. This is to 
romote the beſt Welfare of their Neighbours. a 
his is to bring them under the Advantage of 
a more Powerful Miniſtry, whereby their e- 
ternal Intereſt may be beſt promoted. Tis tos 
aſsociate them with more ſerious Chriſtiaus; | 
/ 


and to bring them acquainted with more vi- 


tal Piety. Theſe and ſuch like Panegyricks 


A 
we 
74 


upon themlelves and their Party, are tos 
commonly heard from ſome. among us, W ho 
ſeem to ſuppoſe they are in the Service cf 
Chriſt, when breaking in upon the Peace cf; 
the Churches, and actively endeavouring to 
fament Diſcords, Diviſions and Confuſions a- 
mong them. But let it be conſider'd, that 
Nothing can be more contrary to the Spirit 
and Tenour of the Goſpel, than diviſive - 
Principles and Practices. Whatever Good 
may be pretended to; its a clear Caſe, that“ 
Church Diviſions are certainly Sinful and diſ- 
pleaſing to God. That Rule muſt therefore 
take Place here; That we don't do Evil, thut 
good may come of it. Let but any ſerious Perſon 
conſider the ficong Declaratons eee ; 
, 5 3 30 | : * ; . 7 u 10 
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found in the Word of God againſt Factions and 
Divſiions, it muſt make him awfully careful 
to avoid, what is fo contrary and diſpleaſing 
to the infinite Fountain of Peace an Love, 
I would therefore earneſtly invite ſuch Church 
Dividers as I have now deſcribed, to read and 
contemplate ſuch Texts: s thele. Cor. 1. 10, 
12, 13. Now I beſcech you Eret heren in the 
Name of our Lord Teſus Chriſt, that ye all 
freak the ſame Ting; and that there be no 
D viſions among y: But that ye be fer feli 
join'd togel ber in th: ſume Mind, and in. the 
{ame Fudgment. — Now this I ſuy that e- 
very ove of you ſaith T am of Paul; and I of 
Apollos; and [ of Cephas; and [ of Chriſt.” 
I Chrift divided? Was Paul Crucifi:d for you? 
Or were ye Baptized in the Name of Paul 2 
Rom. xvi. 17, 18. Now I beſerch you Bre- 
thren, mark them which cauſe Dix iſions aud 
Offences, contrary to the Deflrime which ye. 
have learned, and avoid them: For they that 
are ſuch, ſerve not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; bat 
their own Belly, and by good Words and fair. 
S peecbes, deceive the Hearts of the Sunfle. 
Fam. iii. 15, 16. But if you have bitter En- 
wprng and Strife in your Hearts, glory not, and 


Iy not againſt the Truth. This Wiſdom deſcen- 
det not from above; but is earthly, ſenſual, 


a;ulliſh, For where Envying and Sirife is, 
Is OY ther, 


Dc ee 0 


et y will be fi:led with utmoſt Confuſion, if 


( 14 ) 
there 1s Confuſion and K evil Fork. 1 Cor. 
iv. 33. Cod is not the Author of Cenſiſios- 
But of Peace, in all the Chutches of the Saints. 1 lau 

If it be pretended, That we are bound to ma 
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ſeek our greater Edification; and conſequently 4 Ob 


to deſert that Miniſtry under which we cannot feln 
find equal Advantage to our Souls, I anſwer, } fro: 
this Objection is founded upon a Miſtake be- fc 
fore obviated ; anc the Objector forgets, that uni 
Paul f/anteth, aud Apollos watereth ; but it as + 
% God tbut giveth the Eucredſe; that whoeves |? 
are the Diſpenſers of the Means cf Life, the o 

Excellency of the Power 1s of C, and not of © Dil 
Man. Iwill be bold to ſay, if we do not fiud to: 
ſpiritualEcification under a faithful Miniſter of | 1 


Chriſt, whether of the moſt eminent Capacities ' W] 
or not, it is our own Fault, And I can hardly fel. 
be perſwaded ta believe, That God will bleſs the 


us with exttaordinary Edification for wander- 
ing out of his Way, and propagating Schiſms 
abreſt to ſo many ſolemn Admonitions to the 
contrary. And I would defire the Ob- 
JeQur further to conſiler the necellary Conſe- 
quences of ſuch Pretences. If one Miniſter 
may lawfully defect the Miniſtry and Society 
to which he belongs, for greater Edification, 
another may, and every one may deſert them 
from the ſame Pretence : and thus the Soci- 


not 


 — de oth „ 
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not brought to an utter Diſſolution, And if 


this Practice be lawful in one Society, it is 
7 lawful in every Society. Every Congregation 
may by the ſame Plea, break through all the 
Obligations between their Miniſter and them- 
2 felves, deſperſe from Pariſh to Pariſh, and 
? from Town to Town, to feek their greater Edi- 
* fication, until there be no fuch Thing as an 
united Congrc gation left; nor any ſuch Thing 
as a religious Society in the World. And how 
? agreable to the Mind of Chriſt are ſuch Prin- 
© Ciples and Praftices, as directly tend to the 
Diſſolutiom of his Churches, may be even left 
to the maſt prejudiced Perſon among us. 
But peihaps ſome will be ready to enquire, 
Whether there be no Caufe to ſeparate our 
\* felves, and to encourage others to ſeparate from 
the Miniſtry to which they ſuſtain a ſpecial 
Relation; and to attend upon the Minzſtrations 
of another, more likely to ferve our ſpiritual 
Intereſts >? — To which E anſwer. When our 
Conſciences are impofed upon by ſinful Ferms 
of Cormmunion, or what we efteem to be ſuch ; 
hen our Miniſter is openly vicious or immo- 
ral; or his Doctrines heterodox and ſubverſive 
of the Fundamentals of Chriſtianity, and of 
vital Piety ; when the Ordirfances ot the Goſ- 
pel are neglected, or corruptly adminiſtred; 


aud the great Duties of the Miniſtry ſloathiul- 
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Iy omitted, or triflingly and careleſly perfor . 


met ; and when there can be no Redreſs of I 
ſuch Grievances from the Diſcipline Chriſt has 
appointed in his Church; IT think a Mau may 
then have a Call to peace ably withdraw from 


ſuch a Miniſtry, and liſt himſelf under ano- q 
ther, But as none ef my Hearcrs can pretend 


this to be their Cale. The Appeal may be 


made to their Conſciences, and to the Conſei- 


N of others, that are in this Church divid— 


ing Scheme From the fame or ſuch like Preten- | N 


ces, whither their Miniſte rs are net ſound in the 
Faith, regular in their Lives, and Peine 
diligent in the great Work committed to them 
of the Lord. What Foundation can there be 
therefore for breaking the Peace, or divi ling 
the Communion of our religious Societies? It“ 


muſt certainly concern us all to hearken to F 
that Admonition, Epb. iv. 2, 3. With all Low: | 
ine ſa and M. ekneſs, with Longſuſfering forbear- \ 


ing one auother in Love, to endeavour to keep © 


the Unity of the Spirit, in the Bond of Peace. 
3. They are alſo ch .rgeable in this Reſpect, 


who are cenforious and uncharitable Wart 
ſome of the faithful Miniſters of Chriſt, and * 
thoſe that adhere to their ſacred Adminiſtra- * 
tions, on account of tuch Preference of one 
Miniſter to another Men are loath to be e- 
ſeemed i in the Wrong, ot to be — I 
their 


„ ſpe 


1 11 1 
5. their ſinful a ; and therefore very ready - 
of to excule one Fault by committing avother, 
35 This is commouty ſeen; and in no Cafe more 
common, than in this before us. Diviſions 
2 are Matter of publick Obſervation, and ſome 
= Apology muſt be made for them: The want 
= of juſtifiable Reaſons mult therefore be made 
up with Cenfortoufnefſs and uicharitable A- 
re ſpecſions. Whence thoſe Preterces which are 
d- too often heard àmong us, That ſuch Miniſters 
% whom any are pleaſe to difetteem, thi of 
- © acknowledged Regularity in their Lives, and 
iy Diligence in then Work, are unſauctified Per- 
in © ſons, deſtitute of ſpicitusl Experiences; and 
© & therefore unfit to guide others in a Way where- 
ne * iu themfſelves are Strangers. They want right 
It > Views, are not influenced with a Zeal for the 
Cauſe of Chriſt, or with a Love to the Souls 
* of Ven. They and their Followers are 
3 dead und liſeleſs, of a Laodictan Indifferency 
= and therefore both to be forſaken. How com- 
mon ſuch like, and yet more ſevere Impnta- 
tions, not fit to be mentioned, are among ſome 
Proteſſors ot Religion in thele Parts, is too 
well known to need any particular Repreſen- 
4 tation, But what is the Occaſion of all theſe. 
2 Invettives and uncharitable Surmiſes ? IF 
there be viſible Matter of Complaint that can 
o be juſtified before impartial Judges. ; if ny 
Bs C | e 
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a R Areſs touzht after? Why don't theſe dif: 
ſatisfied Pertons apply to the Diſciplice of the 
Chw ch, to have thoſe Cauſes of Complaint 
") obviated and removed? But if the Caſe 
be the direct Reverſe of theſe Suppo- 


God alſo, how helily and juſtly, and unblameubly 


laborious in their Callings, and (at leaſt viſib- 
Iy) faithful to him that ſent them; by what 
Plea or Pretext can ſuch Cenſoriouſneſs be 
juſtified? Theſe Miniſters don't (per- 
haps) imitate ſome peculiarities of others, that 
ſome Men are pleaſed to eſteem; nor applaud 


Imperfection; and are therefore thus ſeverely 
Judged and cenſured, 


Ser nant, who 10 tis own Maſter muſt ſtand or 


By what Warrant do they invade his preroga? 
tive, who alone is theScarcher of the Hearts and 


of 


ſals; if the Objects of theſs Cenſures can 
ſafely appel to their Hearers, in that Lan 
gnzge. 1 The. ii. 10. Ve are Wimeſſes, and 


we have brbaved our ſelues amony you. It they 
have approved themſelves ſound in the Fauth, 


what they cau't but ſuppoſe tobe Miſtake ani 


But who are theſe that judge another Man s 


fall: ? Whence is this Spirit of Diſcerning 5 
Whence are theſe Men Maſters of the inward 
Sentiments. Principles or Views of others? 


4 
- N 
* 


be any Scandal in their Lives, any cenſurable | l 
Fault or Neglect in their Mi: iſtry; why is not : 


\ 


19 
of the Reins ? Is it a light Thing to cepros 
ciate the Miniſtry of a Servant of Chriſt an 


to do what we can to render it unſucceſsful to 
the Sls Gf his Hearers 7 Do theſe Men take 


no Not ice of all the Admonitions given tem 
: ON that Acchunt, 10 the Wor! of Gad 1? Have 


they no Regard to ſuch Texts às that, in Mat 
vii. 1. 2, Judge not, that you % not jndged. 
For with what Judgment ye judge ye ſhall be 
juderd. Or that iu Kom. Liv ic, 13. But 
why aoft thou judge thy Ey "ot her 4 2 Why anfs 


Ibo (et at nought thy Brother © For me ſhall 


all ſtand heſore 1 Jud: ment Leut of Chill. Let 


1 not th-refore judge one another any more. 
Whatever Views {uch Men may have of rait- 


ing their own Reputation for Victy, by ſuch 


uncharitable Reflections, they 43855 do it mae 


effectually in the Eſteem of all ſerious ann ju- 


dicious Perſons, by Humility and Lowlinets 


of Mind, and by eſteeming ot bers better than 
themſelves. accoiding to the Apoſtolick 1)1- 
rection, Ph], ii. 3. But while they are ſay- 
ing, as Iſaj lxv. 5. Stand by thy ſelf, come not 


ndr me, for I am hotizr than thou They are 
14 Smoke 73 ia God's Noſtrils; and their Conduct 
cannot but be very unzcceptable to him, who 
+ refifteth the Proud, and giveth Grate 10 ihe 


Humble. 


Th 20 oF 

I am aware what A ſwers may be made to 
all this. It will probably be urged, by ſach 
to whom this Diſconrle is more biretly point- 
ed, That thoſe Miniſters and their Adherents 
w ho are thus cerſyre by them, have not ex- 
perienced thoſe Convictions and Humiliations 
as are neceſſary Preparations to a ſaving Con- 
verſion to od; nor ſuch Evidences of the 
L. ve of God, or fuch Toy and Peace in belt» 
1%, as thoſe that are the true Children of » 
Gd have experienced. —— Beſides. they 
find Fault with thoſe that have hail theſe Ex- 


pertevces, and are evidently fantified Perſons, 


which 1s a black Mark upon them, that they 
are Strangers, who cannot intermeddle with 
theſe Joys. Theſe ſeem to be the chief Argu- 
ments uſed to juſtify the uncharitable Inre :- 


tives that are ſo often heard, and ſo much 


complained of among us. 


To the firſt of theſe I anſwer. How do theſe | 


Men know what have been the religions Expe- 


riences of others; or what Intercom fe there 
has been between God and their Souls? The 
moſt humble, and therefore the moſt ſcrious » 
Chriſtians are the leaſt oſtentatious; and leaſt 
likely to boaſt of their own Attainments ; and 
he only that pondereth the Heart, is capable to 
determine what their State is, what Change 
has paſſed upon their Souls; or what Experi- 
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ces they have had, or have not had, of a 
Work of Grace in their Hearts. To us belongs 
Charity and Hope, where an irregular Con- 
verſat ion den't give us Cauſe to the contrary. 
But ſuppoſe that the ſe Objects of Cenſure have 
not experienced juſt the ſame Kind or Degree 
of Conviction or Humiliation, that ſome others 
he ve poſſed through. of whale good Eftate 
there is the greateſt Confidence. Is it there- 


of » fore good Evidence of their Unregeneracy ? 


| Shall we limit the boly one of Ijracl £ Or con- 
| fine the Operations of divine Grace to any 
ſpecial or particular Methods? Don't conti- 
nual Obſervation convince us, That the Spirit 
| of God doth in a Variety of Ways, Means and 
Degrees awaken Sinners to a Seuſe of their 


* Guilt and Danger; and bring them from a 


State cf carnal Security to the Footſtool of his 


| Mercy, | 


To the ſecond (and perhaps the chief) Pleg 


for this uncharitableneſs, I would obſerve, 
That it is one Thing to find Fault with Men's 
Conduct, and another to cenſure their State. 
hope thoſe Miniſters that are moſt loudly 
! complained of as unregenerate, do not run 


into the ſame Miſtake which they condemn in 


| others; and judge all thoſe to be Hypocrites, 


by whom they themſelves are ſo ſeverely judg- 
ed. No! we would: hope well of many pf 
5 | * dheſe 


— — — — 
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theſe our Brethren, tho! we cannot juſtify 
their Conduct. 


We wonl:l charitably concluie ſome of them! 
to be ſi:cete Chriſttans, tho? we find Fault 
with their factious diviſive and cenſoriausl 
Principles and Practices, which we cannatl 
but Eſtee im at the beſt ar a dead Fle in the 1. 
potbecartcs Oyniment, And mutt we call Bart. 
neſs Lig t; and Light Darkneſs, luſt wel” 


footh ann flatter Men in their manifeſt Faults ; 


and join with them in the Subverſion of the k.. 


Peace and Proſperity of cur Churches; or be 


thus abuſively treated? To» the righteons |: 
Judge do wi ſubmit gur Canſe, to him who | 


Knows our No, and owr Þ.abour. and Parience, 


from whom we hope for Acceptance in our I 


fincere Deſires and Endeavours to {ſerve 


him; and have therefore no Reaſon to fear |! 
the ſevereſt Cenſutes of our moit uncharitable |: 


Brethren, 


4 They are alſo chargeable with a factious I 


ſetting up and preferrivg one Miniſter of the 


* 


Golpel Ocdinances to particular Diſpenſers of 
them. As there is a great variety of Gifts a- 
mong the the ſeveral Diſpenſers of the Goſpel 
of Chriſt, ſo is there a like variety of Taſte 
and Sentiment among theicHearers, differently 


efteeming and applauding the ſeveral Prea- 


chers, 


Goſpel above another, who limit the Succeſs of | 


nf 


* 
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chers, according as then Miniſtry is ſuited to 
their Di ſpoſtri m, Genius, or Cicumſtance- 


en as 
* And how apt are Men to run into Extreams 
ens bu this Caſe; How ready to concluite, that 
nach ecauſe they have, or ſuppoſe they hed ons 


1. perienced peculiar Advantage, by a Particu- 
„. lar Miniſtcy, thar therefore uo ſpirirual Bene- 
we [Ar is to be hoped for from any fach, who don't 
 *Puſe the ſame Meth: sf Addreſs. F- m inch 
like Pretexts, the Mauittry of ai) hoſe that 
han't the fame Manner of Preaching, which 
Sa they think ſo well of, muſt be condem- 
5 85 as dead and lifeleſs, uſeleſs and un profi- 
ble. Aid the Hearers maſt be aamoniſhed 
to betake theinſelves 10 better means of Edt 
li atio 1, us they would hope tor a Conver- 
i to Gol; and Salvation for their Souls. 
+ MH: arers are gencrallyfenſible, that T am not 
. [proving to em an ghegampled and fictitiaus 
(Caſe, We need not go fat to find numerous 
4 Fuſtances of this Kind. | 
of || We too often hear of Miniſters being mag- J 
nified above meaſure for their Succeſs, . by . 


— 
8 


#1 er own Pewer aud Holine(s they chuld cover} 
Ye] Men to Bod. And others perhaps cqually pain- | 
8 ful and faithful det: y'd as unſucceſsful and there ; 


ty fore cuipable, tor not having us they ima ine ſa 
many converted to Chriſt by their Miniſtry; 
And if this be really ſo, upon whom does the 
+ Reflection! 


7 e | | 
Reflection terminate? Unto whom does it 
belong to give the Encreaſe ? It is not fuffivi- 
ent Matter of Diſtreſs and Grief to à faithful 
Servant of Chriſt, te Labour in vin and 
ſpend his Strength for nought, that there 
muſt be Weight added to 4 burthen, that is of 
it ſelf too heavy to bear? | 


But it will be faid perhaps that the Caſe is | 


ſelf evident. We ſee by Experience, that 
the molt thundring and ter:ifying Methods 


of addreſs hase Succeſs; and that others | 
If this were true would you argue | 
from thence, that Gods Grace is limited to the | 


have not. 


Gifts or peculiar Diſpofitions af a particular 
Preacher? 
among us, that nezle&t to let in Sinners 


and their laſt neceſſity of fleeing from the | 


Wrath to come? Who are they that don't 
affectionately diſplay the Terrors of the 
Lord before the Eyes of careleſs ſecure Sin— 
ners, in the fame Methods and Words that 
they are found in the Scripture, tho* it may 
be not with the fame Elevations of Voice, as 
ſome others are capable of ? If we were 
rocking Sinners to Sleep in their carnal Secu- 
rity, by crying Peace Peace, when God ſays 
there is no Peace; if we were fo cruel t- the 
Souls of cur Hearers, as to leave em in 1heir 

Stupidity 


But who are the Miniſters! 


* 
- 


Stupility and Sinful Parſuits, without war— 
ning them of their Guilt and appricaching 
Miſery ; or were prophe/ytng ſmonth 1 things 
and Deceit to em: There would then be 
juſt Canſe of Complaint; But when we 
may appcal to the Conſhiences of cur Hearers, 
that we have with all awful Care and Dilli— 


* 


| gence endeavour'd to ſtop their Career for 


Deſtruction ; and even trazailed in Birth to 
{ve Chritt formed in them; how hard is our 
's 5 . OS , 

Cale, to be ceuſuted as unfaithful tor want of 


1 Smcceſs. 


And I would further Obſcrve to theſe Ob- 
joctors, that they may miſtake in their Con- 


| cluſton, and pretended Experience or Obſer— 


vation. There may be a great many conver- 


ted to God that they know nothing cf, under 
| that Miniſtry which they ſo cauſeleſly ſhght 
| and reject. I hope they won't, all be found 


unconverted and unſanctified Perſons, whoſe 
Humility and Modeſty reſtrains them from 
frequent and open Diſecurſe about their Con- 
victions and other ſpiritual Experiences, 
Aud I truſt we have (theſe Cenſures not- 
withſtarding) many Seals of our. Miniſtry, that 
wall be our Crawn and Reiozcing in the Day of 
the Lord Jeſus. Tho! we have nothing to boaſt 
of ; but have great Canſe to be humbled for 
D Unkruit- 
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26 ) 
Unfrnitfalneſs and Unſuccelsfulneſs 


in our 
great Work: (yet blefled be God) we have allo 
Cauſe to adore the Riches of that free Grace, 
that has made us Inſtruments of ſaving Advan-F 
tage to ſo many precious Souls. And this we ac- 
knowledge to the Praiſe and Glory of Goc, 
notwithſtanding all the Ceuſutes of our un- 


charitable Brethren. 


And J would farther Obſerve on the other] 


Hand, that tho' I am far from envying the 
Miniſters of Chriſt their Succeſs; (the Lord 
greatly multiply 


as the Inſtruments of their Converſion) and 
as far am I from cenſuring as unſincere any 
that have hopeful Evidences of Sauctification: 
Yet it muſt be remembered, that there is a 


great Difference between ſadcen Terrors, and | 


a ſaving Converſion to God; and that we may 

not conclude all ſuch to be converted, 

alarum'd by an awakening Sermon, 
But after al], 


Warrant to any Man to leave his Station, ant 
follow him: For this is to go out of Grd's 
Way, and conſequently out of the Way cf his 
Bleſſing. Nor can it be a Warrant to cenfare 
any tahful Miniſter of Chriſt, for want of 
Succeſs For theſe ſhall be found a ſweet Fa- 
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*Þ our of C'rii}. b-th in ilem that are ſared; 
| and in them that ferith. 2 Cor. ii. 15. 
notwithſtanding all the Abuſes aud unkind 
Treatment they may meet with from ungrate- 
ful or uncharitable Men. 
gracious Promiſe, that Chriſt 2 be with them 
' always, even to the End of the World. 


Aud 


they may 1 the 


5 They likewiſe come under the Imputat ion 


in our Text and Dechrine, why neglect to ſup— 


ea higher Eſtecm to ſome other, 
Duty of Cheiſtianity more fully aud plain ly 


1 * Tak 


— 


. 


15 it a great 
'| Things ? Do you not know, 


port the Miniſter God has let over them, from 
There 1s no 


enjoined in the Scripture, than giving an ho- 
noarable Support to the Minifters of the Gef> 
| pel. Read to this Purpoſe, 1 Cor. ix. 11, 13, 
14. If we have ſown unto you (piritual Things, 
Thing, if we (hall reap your cari.al 
that they which 


miniſter about Holy Things, ire of the J/ ing 
/ the T-mple ; and they which wait at the Al- 


tar are Partakers with the Altar ? 


the Goſpel, ſhould live of the Gofpel. 
vi. 6. Let him that is taught in the Word com- 


Eren ſo 
hath the Lord ordained, that they which preuch 
And Gal, 


municate to him that teac betb. in all good 
Things. I nave often woridered how Men 


ar have Peace in their own Conſcier ces, in 
the Neglect of ſuch a plain and manifeſt Duty, 
Don't they know, that they live in an open 
Violation 
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Violation of the Law of Gd, in Ways ct 
higheſt I juſtice to theis Miaifter, and Injury 
to themſel s, both Souls and Bodies? Have 
they not Reaſu to expect the Curſe of God 
upon all they »>fefs, when guilty of ſuch a 


robbi zag Mm of gs he challeages from their 


Eſtates for his 1 11 umedia: e Servie e? Is it not 
equally trae under the Goſpel Difpenlation, 
as under the legal Oeconomv. that they 796 
God. and are curled with a 9 ſor it, that 
withold from, and re fuſe to contribute theis 
Pr. "Pp: rtion to the Support of his Miniſter; 
and Ordinances. according to that in Mal. 1:. 
8, 9? Had they rather for fe it God's promiſe! 
Bleiling upon their Subſtance, and thei: Intereſt 
in his Favour, than part with a {mall Portion 
of their worldly Goods, for his Honour aid 
their own Welfare. 

But perhaps in anſwer to all this, they have 
an Ex uſe at Hand. They have but a low E- 


ſteem for their Miniſter, his Method of Preach- ] 
Man of 


ing is not to their Taſte, Tho' he be a 
Piety. Capacity; and Diligence; vet his Man 

ner of Addrels is not a; >1ecuble 10 them, nor f. 
likely (as they unagh e) to promote the Inte- 
reſt of their Souls, as the Miniſtry of another 
Man, which they therefore chucſe to attend, 

and thivk themſelres excuſed from this Part of 
their Duty. Tie tine Meaning cf which A- 
„ | 15 y 


| he is for Paul, 
| God will diſpen ce wrh his Law, 
them from their commanded Duty. 
ſhauld it not be conſidered, 
not only under the Obligation of a divine Pre. 
cept to this Part of their Duty; bat that there 


.] is immediately related, 


( 29 
 polegy is plainly this. If one is pleaſed to ſay 


and another he is for avolks 
and excuſe 
But 
that Chriſtians are 


is alſo a mutual Covenant between a Miniſter 
and his Congregation, whereby they are as 
well obliged to his Support, as he to the Dit- 
charge of his important Truſt; that he de- 
7 ends only UPON the Congregation to which he 
for his Subſiſtence; 
and is ne ceffarily reduced to Indigency and 
Want, thro' their parſimonious witholding his 
Duc. No Apology can therefore be made for 
this Conduct, no Pretence can Juſtify it before 
God and the World, from being a Contempt of 
God's Law, a Neglect of a plain manifeſt Duty 
and a Fraud of the worſt Kind to him that is 
ſet over them in the Lord. 

am next to conſider the Evidence of our 
Doctrine, and and to ſhew how this appears 
to be an Argument of a carnal Mind. And. 

1 This is evident, becauſe if we had not 


a carnal Mind, we ſhould love and eſteem all 
4 ie faithful Miniſters of Chriſt for his Sake. 
' e ſhould hononr their Character, prize and 
ks their Labours : : and welcome the Meſ- 
h ſege 


— 


* 
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ſage they bring ns in the Name of the Lord, 


as well for his Sake that {cut them, as for our 


own. We ſhould not be one for Puul ; aud d- 
not her for Apollo5s, We ſhould not propagate 
Factions and Divifions, diſturb the Ocger, 

deitroy the Peace, and ſubvert the Edificat ian 
of the Church of Chriſt, by factiouſly prefer- 
ing one of the Servants of the fame Lord to 
another; if we were under a ſuitable Iuflaence 
of a Love to Chriſt and to his Intereſt and 
Kingdom, and were not too carnally minded, 

Our Lord tells us, Luk. x. 16. He: that hear- 
eth you bearcth me; and he that defpiſeth you 
dcſpileth me aud he that defpifeth me, deſpi- 
feth bim that ſæeut me. The Miniſters of the 
Goſpel are called A.nbaffadors of Chuiſt, and 
Stewards of the Myſteries of the Kingdom. 2 
Cor. v. zo. 1 Cor. iv. 1. To which of tte 
Miniſters of the Gu ſpel do theſe Characters be- 
long? Which of them repreſent the Perſon 
and act in the Name of the Lord Lew Chriſt, 
in the faithful Ditcharge of their Work? Is it 
Paul only; cr ally Apollos : or Ce has; or is 
3t each faithful Miniſter ind; fferently? Wheuce 
then is this Diſre pect to any of the Servants of 
our common Lr, whom each of them rep. e- 
ſents in diſcharging the Service he has ap- 
pointed them, if we have any Juſt value for 
kim that ſends them ? Whence can ariſe theſe 


Abuſes 


31 | | 
Abulcs aud contempis of thoſe whoſe Cha- 
racter aud Services deſerve our Honor and E- 
ſteem, but from the Actings of a carnal Mind? 
Moreover ; 3 | 

2. This is alſo evident, becauſe whatever 
directly tends to propagate Diviſions, flows 
from Carnality. Tho' I underſtand that fome 
among us, from Pretences to I know not what 
Religion, Juſtify their divifive Practices; and 
fpeak favourably of Contentions and Confu- 
ſtons, as Signs of the Progreſs of a Work of 
Grace: Yet in God's Account, ſuch Diviſi- 
ons are yet to be numbered among the Works 
of the Fliſh , and the Authors t them to be 
eſtremed under the lufluence of a fleſhiy Mind. 
Now the orks of the Fleſh aug theſe. — — 
Hatred, Variance, Emulations, Wrath, Strife, 
Seditions. Sc. Cal, v. 19, 20: This Wiſdom 
deſcendeth act from aboxe ; but 15 earthly, ſenſu- 
al, d-uilliſh. For where Enzyinge and Ktrife is, 
esc i Confuſion, and exery d Work, Jam 
iii. 1, 16, 5 | 

It is true, we may be the innocent Occaſions 
of ſme Diviſions by doing our Duty, while 
the Luſts of our Oppoſers are the immediate 
Cauſe at them; in which Sence our Lord him- 
ſelf was ſaich not io {end Peace upon Earth, 
but a Sword. Mat. x. 31. But this no Way 
{fects the preſent Cale, which is ſetting up 

Altar 
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Altar againſt Altar, divis ing the Communion 
and Peace of the Church, promoting Schiſms 
and Debates, meerly becauſe the Contenders 
are pleaſed to vilify ſnch Miniſters of the Go- 
ſpel, a ainſt whole Faithfulneſs they can find 
no juſtitieble Objection. And if this be doit: 8 
of their Duty, they muſt find ſome new Law 
to direct theit Duty, very oppoſite to theGeſpel 
of Peace; and anew Rule of Duty, not yet re- 
ceived by the Diſciples of the Prince? of Peace, 
Nor will it do in this Caſe, to call the Sincerity 
of ſuch Miniſters into Queſtion, this were to 
add to their Fault, by their Cenſoriouſneſs and 
'Uncharitablneſs Or in other Words, it 
avoul'l but give clearer Evidences of their Car- 
nality. 

2. This is further Evident ; becauſe the im- 
pleaded Practice directly tends to deſtroy the 
Intereſts of Religion, and to ſubvert the King— 
dom of Chriſt in the World. The Apaſtle tells 
us, Rom. xiv. 17. That tb: Hingdom of G 
is Righteouſneſs, Peace, and Foy in the Holy 
Ghoſt, Whatever therefore tends to deſtroy 
theſe, doth fo far tend to deſtroy the Kingdom 
of God. This is a clear Caſe, and needs no 
Remarks. An! I think 1 need not endeavour 


to prove, That to ſc the 


Kingdom of God in the World is a Wark of 


the Fleſh. I wiſh therefore, that Church-di- 


viders 


viders would duly > If that they are ferys 
ing the Intereſts cf an oppoſite Kingdom to 
that of our Lord Jetus Chriſt, while they are 
thus ſowing the Seeds of Strife and Debate, 
Contention and Confuſion among us. Upon 
the whole it is no Cenſoriouſneſs to conclude 
with Reſpect to theſe Deſtroyers of our Peace 


and Love, Je are jet carnal: For whereas 
there is among you envyings and Strife and Di- 
10 t ons, are ye uot carnal, dud walk as Men? 


But it's Time to make ſome Retlections up- 
on what we have heard. I preſume my Hea- 
rers have generally confidered whether this Dis- 
concſe tends; and will therefore bear with me, 
if Imake a particular Application cf it to ſuch 
s have a ſpecial Call to apply it to them- 
felves. Vs, 331 

Bear with me, my Brethren, if I am con- 
ſtrained to addteſs you in the - Language 
of the great Ap::ſtle, 1 Cor, xi, 18. { 
hear that there te Diviſions among you, and J 
partly believe it, The great Infractions of the 
Peace and Ocller of this Congregation ; , and 
thereby the ſinking Intereſt of Religion there- 
in, is a Lamentation, and ſhall. be for. a Lamen- 
tation. And what juftifiable Cauſe can you 
aſſign for the Schiſms that have ſo long pre- 
vailed in this Place? Will any of your pre- 

E tended 


(34 ) 
tended Reaſons of theſe {viding Practices ſtand 
the Tryal of indifferent Judges, or of that Judge 
who has required you to obey them that have 
the Rule over you, ts ſubmit your ſelves to them 
that Watch for your Souls, and to be at 
Peace among your ſelves ? There is verily, 
my Brethren, a Fault among you, that de- 


ſerves your moſt ſerious Conſideration and ſo- 


lemn Repentance before God, whatever you 
may think of it. How confi lent ſaever you 
may be, ihar your Hays are right before Cod, 
by whomſoever you may be encouraged and 
ſupported in your dividing Practices, I am 
greatly miſtaken, if they will Rand the Tryal 
of the great Day, when ail Diſguiſes will be 
removed; and you and I muſt be judged ac- 
_ cording to what is written in the Book of God. 
It therefore certainly concerns you, to weigh 
your behaviour impartially in the Ballances 
of the Sanctuary; and to co: fer it, as it muſt 
be conſidered at the Bar of Chriſt, This be- 
ing an Affair of everlaſting Conſequence, I 


would moſt earneſtly invite and entreat you 


in the Name and Fear of God, ſeriouſly to hear- 
ken to, and lay to Heart theſe following Con- 
ſiderations. 

1. Are yon equally certain, That you have 
2 juſtifiable Plea for your ſo frequently turning 
your Back upon the Ordinances of Chriſt here 
ERS | diſpenced ; 


C35 2 
diſpenced; and for 75 25 Cadding about to 
cbauge your May; as you are, that Chriſt re- 
quires of you ot to forſuke the Aſſembling your 
ſelves together ,, to bo nour and efteem him that 
is ſet over you iu the Lord, to walk charitably , 
and to ſtudy the Things that make for Peace, 
and thoſe Things whereby you mav edify one an- 


| other? Or if you falſly imagine you have 


ſuch Certainty, what will be the Conſequence, 
if the Lord Jeſus Chrift in the great Day ſhall 
difwn your Conduct, ſilence all your Pleas 
and Excuſes; and {ay to your Miniſter, as in 
Luk. x. 16. He that bath deſpiſed you hath de- 
filed me; and that bath deſtiſed me, bath de- 
[piled bim that ſent nc? 

Is it a light Matter for you to do what you 
can, to prevent the Succeſs of the Ordinances 
of the Goſpel in this Place ? Don't theſe Di- 
viſions tend to weaken the Hands of your Mi- 
niſter; and to bring others into a low Eſteem 
of, and D ſregard for his Miniſtrations; and 
thereby into infinite Danger of being barren 
and unfruitful under them? And is this a 
ſmall Thing in your Eſteem? Conſider how 
many precious Souls there are, whoſe eternal 
Welfare very much depends.upon the Succeſs 
of the Miniſtry here; and would you be the 
Inſtruments of their eternal Ruin? Can you 
be content that any of theſe ſhould curſe you - 

al 
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all Eternity, as the ſad Occaſions of their Diſ- 
regard to the Things of ibeir Peace; fo often 
inculcated upon them from this Deſk ? O! take 
heed that you lay net z ſtumbling Block in the 
Way of the everleſting Reppinets, of the im— 
mortal Souls cf your Neighbours, 

3. Are the Offences that are raiſed among 
you a ſmall Matter in your Eyes? As you are 
cauſcleſly taking Offerce with your Miniſter, 
and other Chriſtian Brethren, with whom you 
ſhould take [meet Councid tovetber , and walk 
tothe Flouſe of God in Company ; ſo are they 
likewiſe juſtly and neceſſarily taking Offer:ce 
with you. Aud thus that Union and Commu- 
nion which becomes Saints is interrupted, your 
Spirits too much ſowred, and your Affe ctions 
too much alienated from one another. God is 
diſhonoured, Piety and Charity wounded in 
the Houſe of their profzſſed Friends. This is 
viſibly your Caſe, the ſad Conſequences where- 
of are open to the World. Thy you may 
make light of theſe Offences, our Lord Jeſus 
| Chriſt does not fo, * Ihe Eſtimate he wakes ef 
them, you may learn from his own Mouth, in 
Mat .x111. 6, 7. But uhoſo ſhalloff end. one of the(: 
little Ones which believe in me, it were beiter 
for him that a Millitone were hanged about his 
Neck; and that he were drown'd inthe defih 
of the Sea, Mio unto ile I's Id beeaufe of Of- 
$884 „F 3 2 
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fences : for it muſt needs be, That Offences 
come: But wo to that Man by whom the Of- 
fence cometh, 

4 Don't you think that the Lord Jeſus will in 
the Day of his appearing and Kingdom, ſtand 
by that Word of his, whereby he has fo ſtrict- 

vy firbidden Contentions, D:viftins, and 
Confuſions among his Diſiples? Yu fſe:m 
to have little or no regard to the Sinfulneis f 
your diviſive Courſes; bat even feem te juſti- 


ty them as lawful and laudable z and bv your 


Practices to commend them as your Euty ard 
Intereſt. But what ſaiththe Scrifinres Do 
not you your ſelves knew how theſe Things 
are every where forbidden and cor.umned in 
the Oracles of God? Some View ef this has 
now been laid before you in this prelent Dat- 
courſe. And what can yon fay to 3t? Can 
you yet be upright in your own Eves? Will 
you yet juſtify your Diviſions, when God him» 
ſelf fo ſeverely condemns them? But whe 
Word maſt ſtand in the great Account, his or 
yours? How will theſe Things appear, when 


y u muſt anſwer for them before your Judge? 
IV hat will you do when od 1i/eth up, when be 
zi/its what will you anſwer 2 * ; 

5. Will not your glorious Judge at his com- 
ing juſtify that Word of his, whe:cby he has 
required you to honourably lupport and main- 
4 :- - + _—_ 


| 1 
tain your Miniſter? Your Duty in this Re- 


ſpect is plainly legible. You cannot by any 
Umbraze evade the Force of the clear and 
plata Manifeſtations of God's Will in this Re— 
ſpect. But yet you live in open Violations, 
and a ſeeming Defiance of the Divine In- 
junctions, and ſeem to have Peace in ſo doing. 
Indeed, yzrs, it is Time to con der, that how 
ſecure ſoe ver you may now be in this Matter, 
there will be an after Reckoning. Aud what 
Plea will you then have to make? How will 
you anſwer the Demands of your Judge, 
when he calls you to Account for this Part of 
your Duty. 

And now I would further improve this 
Diſcourſe, by a particular Addreſs to my Bre- 
thren in the Miniſtry. 
of Carnality in our People, to factiouſly ſet up 
and prefer one Miniſter to another, it certain— 
ly concer''s us to take Care, that we are rot 
the Inſtruments and Occaſions of theſe Divi- 
ſions. It would be fad indeed for any of our 
Order, to abet and encourage theſe Factions 
and Confuſions. Nothing could be more con- 
trary to the great Ends of our Miniſtry, No- 
thing could more directly tend to ſubvert the 
Intereſt of Chriſt's Kingdom among us, which 
we are bound by ſuch ſacted and awful Obli. 
gations to endeavaur to promote aud vanes ; 
8 than 


If it be an Argument |. 


— 


(39) 


e. than for us to excite and actuate, or even to 
ay | countenance theſe unchriſtian Animoſities and 
id Emulations. Are we Servants of the Prince of 
e. | Peace, let us approve ourſelves ſuch, by uſing 
1s | onr utmoſt Eſſays to promote vital Piety among 
72 our Hearers; and to procure Peace on Earth, 
g. and good Will among Men. Let us with ear- 
vw | neſt Diligence, fervent Prayerfulneſs; and aſ- 
er, | fiduous Applicetion to cur Great Work, en- 
\at | deavonr if poilible to unite our People to our 
111 | Miniſtry, and to one another. Tho' we ma 
ze | meet with unworthy and ungrateful Treat- 
"of ment from ſme of our Hearers, whole eternal 
Welfare we have ſo earneſtly conſulted and 
nig purſu-d, tho' our Prayers and Labour ot 
re- Love for their Souls be ſo evilly requited with 
nt | Reproach and Ceuſure; we are not to fit {till 
ap | m Mejaucholly Dejection under our hard 
in- Lot; but coufiler theſe Abuſes and Calum- 
ot | Pies, as a ſpur to greater Serionſneſs, Activity, 
vi. | aud Diligence, in our ſacred Calling. = 
ur If we are wrongfully cenſured, it ſhould be 
w_ improved as à Caution and Warning; if juſt- 
n. | ly, as a loud Call to Humiliat ion and Refor ma- 
To. | tion. If upon an impartial Examination we” 
he | can juſtify our own Sincerity:: Yet we can» 
ch | vet but condemn our many Imperfections, 
1j. | which the cenſorious Treatment we meet with, 
e ; | ould awaken us to repent of, and reform. 
an This 
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This is the heſt Method to quiet the Clamoury 
_ of ohr Accuſis , of at leaſt to Wipe off their 
KReproaches.— In a Worfl, let us 1d / 
... Things aupſrort our ſe lets the Miniſter f, 

Dod i muck Patt-nee, ibo in Afflictiont, Ne- 
ceſſities and ue, by Purencſs by Knaw- 
| Ldves by. Ling eff crang, by Kindueſt,. bythe 
Hl Gb.jt. ly 1 ver unferened, by Honour and 
Diſpenchr. ty coil Report und good Report. — | 
Le: us it:ive with all earneſt Application to | 
Pluck Sion ers cut of the Snares of Death; and 

to ſce Chiuſt formed in the. People of our 
Chiczve. Ik God denies us Snceefs, let that 
al (> quicken our Diligence and Prayerfulneſs; 
if he grant vs Sneceſs, we ſhall not repent 
our greateſt Care and Pains : but find Cauſe 

to praiſe him for ever. 

Finally. let me earneſtly exhort and en- 
treat you all, to endeavour to live in the Love 
of God, and in Love with one another, to et 
the Peac: of Cod rule in your Heurts, to be 
perfect, to b. of good Comfort, to be of on: 
Mind, ts live in Peace, that the God of Lowe 
and Peate may be-with you; And I would par- 
ticularly exhort. thoſe of this Congregation 
that have ſo long been fomenting Diviſions 
and Factions here, to ſeriouſly lay to Heart, 
the Iviquity of their dividing Courſes; and 
not to pceſevere in Practices fo diſpleaſing to 

| God, 
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